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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 

Attached hereto is a copy of a Japanese Official Action dated May 3, 2003, along with an 
English translation thereof. Form PTO-1449, and copies of the three cited references listed 
therein. 
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Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited 
in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement. Thus this 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the date (May 3, 2003) of 
the Japanese Official Action in the counterpart foreign application. Accordingly, even though the 
first Official Action issued, there is no charge for filing this IDS as provided in 37 CFR 1.97(c). 
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